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Woodworkers vs. Invasives

Is there a risk
Is it the same nationwide
Is it across all woodworking
Is it all woods or products
How about international movement 
How do we address the risk



What is the risk

• The finished product pose little or no risk











Kinds of Risk
• Moving both insects and pathogens 

– Regionally
– Nationally 
– Internationally

• Movement of green wood 
– Sold at woodworking events
– Traded
– Unregulated and under the radar
– Sold on the internet



Woodworking events

• American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
• Annual meeting moves around the country
• 2012 San Jose, California
• 2011  St. Paul, Minnesota
• 2013 Tampa, Florida

• Coordination with AAW, APHIS, CDFA, 
CFTF, COMTF
– Previous work  done in Minnesota



Pre-Conference 
Communications

• To vendors bringing wood for sale
• To exhibitors and participants
• A booth presence staffed by CDFA, 

COMTF and Firewood Task Force staff
• Buy it where you B Turn it
• Talked to vendors and exhibitors about 

invasives
• Reatively Small Audience



Pathways for Movement

• Wood that is traded among woodworkers
• Wood that is under the radar

– Picked up on the side of the road
– From peoples yards
– On vacations

• Border stations … do they work

• From woodpiles
• Wood sold on the internet



Because our wood is green (rather than kiln dried)….







Raw Material to Finished 
Product

• Sometimes a long road from Green to Dry
– May be 1-2 years from green to finished
– Air dry 1 inch per year
– Coated with wax or paint to slow the drying 
– Microwave drying but only very small pieces



Reaching the Larger Audience
• 333 AAW Chapters

– National members magazine
– Newsletter articles
– Guest speakers

• Why is it important

– What are the realistic BMP recommendations
– They WILL continue to Collect and buy wood 

to “Support Their Habit”
• Wood carving and woodworking clubs

– Hundreds nationally



The Message

• What should they do to minimize the risk
• What are the things they should watch.
• BMP’s for insects
• BMP’s for pathogens

– Both tailored for their wood species and risks 



Give them someplace to go for 
more information or help

• Unless it is easy to get the 
information and do the right 
thing no one will bother



I sometimes feel like I am 
preaching to the choir. 

So if that is the case, Please
help spread the word


