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The Sentinel Plant Network (SPN) is 
a collaboration between the 
American Public Gardens 

Association (APGA) and the 
National Plant Diagnostic Network 
(NPDN) and is funded through the 
USDA’s Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service (APHIS).
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Our Mission: To contribute to 
plant conservation by engaging 

public garden professionals, 
volunteers and visitors in the 

early detection of high-
consequence plant pests and 

pathogens.
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APGA = Capacity • 500+ APGA 
member gardens

• 10,000+ public 
garden 
professionals 

– 61% of gardens surveyed 
are monitoring their 
collections regularly and 29 
% when possible1

– 84% of gardens seek 
assistance with insect ID 
and 88% with plant 
diseases1

1 Kramer, A. and A. Hird. 2011.
Building an International Sentinel Plant 

Network. BG-Journal. Vol. 8 (2).
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Regional Workshops
Monitoring and Reporting 



CONTINENTAL DIALOGUE ON NON-NATIVE
FOREST INSECTS & DISEASES

November 4 & 5, 2013
Pittsburgh, PA

Monitoring and Reporting 

www.publicgardens.org/content/spn-regional-chapters
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Monitoring and Reporting 

 

 

Sentinel Plant Network 
American Public Gardens Association 
351 Longwood Road, Kennett Square, PA 19348 
www.publicgardens.org/content/sentinel-plant-network 
Email: dstern@publicgardens.org Phone: (919) 260-7143 

 

 

 

Name of plant being submitted:  
 
Where you are sending the sample:  
(e.g. county extension office, state diagnostic lab) 
 
Garden submitting the sample: 
 
Name of person submitting sample: 
 
Telephone:  
 
Email: 
 
Date: 
 
 

 
NOTE TO DIAGNOSTICIANS: It is very important to check the appropriate Sentinel Plant Network 

designation in your database system. For questions about processing SPN samples contact Rachel 

McCarthy, NEPDN Training and Education Coordinator, Cornell University 

P: (607) 255-7871 (new number) e:rachel.mccarthy@cornell.edu 
 
 

The Sentinel Plant Network is a cooperative endeavor between the  
American Public Gardens Association and the National Plant Diagnostic Network  

and is funded by USDA-APHIS through the Farm Bill, Section 10201 
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Educational Outreach Materials

Public-facing website
– Introduction to various 
high consequence plant 
pests and pathogens 
(impact, life cycle, host 
species, symptoms
– Links to educational 
YouTube videos and other 
web-based resources

www.sentinelplantnetwork.org
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Recruiting First Detectors 

FD training – the numbers
• Traditional Training

– Since 2003, over 12,000 participants 
have attended more than 800 training 
sessions

• E-learning 
– Since 2009, over 10,000 modules have 

been completed by registered First 
Detectors

• First Detector newsletter goes out to 
over 6,000 registered First Detectors
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Other staff at your 
organization Garden Volunteers

Master Gardeners

Green Industry Professionals

General Public

Recruiting First 
Detectors 
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Recruiting First Detectors 



www.plantheroes.org



www.plantheroes.org
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