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Federal Regulations 
 
Plant Protection Act (2000)  
Gives USDA APHIS authority to regulate interstate plant  
products, plant pests, noxious weeds and biological control  
agents.  
 
Consolidated Natural Resource Act of 2008 
Title III, Subtitle A Sec. 3 ‘National Park Service Authorizations’  
Allows Secretary of Interior to enter into Cooperative agreements  
with other land management agencies to protect natural resources of  
NPS units through collaborative efforts inside and outside of NPS units 
 



Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
Title 36 Parks, Forests, and Public Property 
Chapter 1- National Park Service Department of the Interior 
Part 1 - General Provisions 
 
Section 1.5 – Closures and Public Use Limits (a)  
‘Compendium authority’ allows superintendents authority to set  
unit-specific regulations regarding defined activities;  
Usually reserved for ‘temporary or short term actions or actions  
that change periodically.’  
 
(b) If action will ‘require long-term or significant modification  
in resource management objectives of the unit, or is of a highly  
controversial nature, (action) will be published as rulemaking  
in the Federal Register.” 
 



•NPS Management Policies 2006 
•4.1.5  Restoration of Natural Systems  
The Service will re-establish natural functions and processes  
in parks unless otherwise directed by Congress.  
Impacts on natural systems resulting from human  
disturbances include the introduction of exotic species…  
The Service will use the best available technology, within  
available resources, to restore the biological and physical  
components of these systems, accelerating both their recovery  
and the recovery of landscape and biological community  
structure and function. Efforts may include, for example  
• removal of exotic species 
 



Section 8.8 Collecting Natural products 
“The gathering of firewood will be allowed only where  
subsistence use is authorized by federal law or in specific 
areas designated by a superintendent in which dead and down 
wood may be collected for campfires or in small quantities for  
other uses within the park…”  



In Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GRSM)  
superintendent’s Compendium: 
Firewood 
The possession of any firewood originating from any 
location for which a federal or state firewood quarantine is 
in effect is prohibited. This closure prohibits the movement 
of firewood into the park from counties adjacent to the park 
for which a federal or state quarantine is in place even if the 
quarantine allows for movement within the county. See 
exception below. (“Buffer areas are not considered 
quarantined.) 
Firewood in violation of the above shall be burned 
immediately by the camper in established fire rings. Failure 
to comply with this action may result in a citation and/or 
seizure of firewood. 
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