
 

 

“I’m your worst nightmare…” 



Hungry Pests Campaign 

 

Leave Hungry Pests 

Behind 

 

USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 



Hungry Pests Campaign 

Hungry Pests is the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

signature outreach initiative to raise public awareness about 

the invasive pest threat. Its goals include: 

 

● Elevating the issue of invasive pests among the 

general public 

● Educating the public about the threats that invasive 

pests pose 

● Increasing awareness about safe and effective 

solutions to combat them 

 

The pests targeted by the Hungry Pests initiative are federally 

regulated invasive species whose introduction into the United 

States and spread within the country is assisted by the 

activities of the general public. These pests have the ability to 

cause significant harm to U.S. agricultural and environmental 

resources. Through the Hungry Pests website and outreach 

materials, the public can learn how to Leave Hungry Pests 

Behind. 

 



Hungry Pests Campaign 

The Hungry Pests Web site (www.HungryPests.com) 

includes: 

 
● The Threat - Learn about the 18 Hungry Pests and the 

threat that they pose. 

 

● The Spread / US Pest Tracker - Check to see if your state 

has a federal quarantine--or could make a good home--for 

any of the 18 targeted Hungry Pests.  

 

● What You Can Do - Learn how the pests are spread, and 

the simple things that we can all do to leave Hungry Pests 

behind.  

 

 

www.HungryPests.com


Hungry Pests Campaign Components 

There are also resources for a variety of audiences, including: 

 

Educator Tools: 

● Hungry Pests Invade Middle School curriculum 

● Summer Camp Activities 

● Videos, Pest Cards, EAB Nature Walk 

 

Youth Tools: 

● Interactive Infographic 

● EAB Memory Game, EAB Investigator Trivia 

 

Partner Tools: 

● PSAs 

● Posters, Flyers, Brochures 

● Social Media and Blog posts 



Curriculum 

The Hungry Pests Invade Middle School 

curriculum, designed to provide opportunities for 

student-led and student-generated work to actively 

engage middle schoolers with their environment and 

communities, launched in January 2015. This is the 

first curriculum created by USDA that focuses on 

all 18 Hungry Pests, and is aligned to national 

and State-specific standards. 

 

Middle school students are fascinated with insects 

and the natural world. Plus, they’re motivated to help 

make the world a better place, so targeting the 

curriculum to them is a perfect fit.  

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum 

The curriculum includes 4 lessons. Each lesson deepens 

student knowledge of invasive species through close reading 

of relevant text, team research projects, interactive mapping 

activities and class reflection. All activities are student-

centered and inquiry-led.  

 

In addition, there are lots of fun extension activities to deepen 

student exploration and learning during class or to assign as 

homework. For example, students can make masks of Hungry 

Pests, create Wanted posters, draw a comic strip, or act like a 

journalist to report on a new Hungry Pest invading their area. 

 

The “Hungry Pests Invade Middle School” curriculum is free to 

download at www.HungryPests.com, along with other free 

tools for educators, including an interactive infographic that 

can be used in an activity in the curriculum.  
 

 

 

 



Curriculum 

Along with the curriculum, a downloadable Standards chart is also available. Educators can easily find curriculum content by subject matter, 

lesson, or Standard.  The curriculum is aligned to The Next Generation Science Standards, The Common Core State Standards for English 

Language Arts and Literacy and The Standards for Mathematical Practice, and National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies, as well as 

individual State standards for Florida, Pennsylvania, and Texas. 

 

 

 

 



Stakeholder Engagement / Strategic Partnerships 

National Agriculture in the Classroom 

 

Hungry Pests Curriculum was added to National 

Agriculture in the Classroom website (NAITC); 

lessons are searchable on the National 

Agricultural Literacy Curriculum Matrix, and the 

complete curriculum is available on their website 

as a companion resource for teachers who want to 

teach this content as a unit. NAITC featured our 

curriculum as a “Featured Resource” on their 

homepage for the month of April (Invasive Plant 

Pest and Disease Awareness Month). 

 

 

http://agclassroom.org/


Interactive Infographic 
 

The objective of this interactive infographic is 

the give users a visual and memorable 

understanding of the impact that invasive 

species can have on their everyday lives, 

and to inspire action to stop the spread of 

Hungry Pests.  

 

The interactive brings the user through a typical 

day, including breakfast and lunch in their 

kitchen, afternoon in their garage, and time in 

the park. At each stage the user is asked to 

select items, and with pop-ups and quizzes, 

they see the impact that certain pests have on 

those items. By the end, the user can see how 

each item in the interactive is at risk.  

 

 

 



Interactive Infographic 



  Engaging Youth to Lead to Behavior Change 

With the Hungry Pests campaign, we’re hoping young people will communicate the messages, and 

help stop the spread of invasive pests. In addition to talking about these pests with their peers, we aim 

to give them to tools to remind their families and communities about simple actions they can take to 

keep these pests from spreading.  

 

Simple things like, cleaning tires and camping gear before and after a trip, not moving firewood, which 

can transport the hidden larvae of invasive beetles to new areas, and not bringing food, plant or animal 

products back from international travel, can all help with this goal.  

 

The risks from invasive pests stretch well beyond agriculture and affect everyone. By giving community 

members the tools to share this message, we can help ensure that exotic insect pests are excluded 

from the local ecosystems, benefiting us all in the form of lower food costs, increased recreational value 

of public and private lands and protection of urban and rural landscapes. 



Engaging Youth to Lead to Behavior Change 

The Hungry Pests Web site makes it easy for any community leaders to download and share 

materials and the Hungry Pests messaging with their community.  

 

By visiting the Resources section of the site, you can download press releases, media tools, videos, 

and social media copy to which can all easily be shared. There are also printables, such as posters, 

brochures, bookmarks, fact sheets, and more.  

 

Tools from the site can also be customized for different audiences, and there are already some 

state-specific tools which are available for download.  



Contact 

If you have any questions, please contact:  

 

Abbey Powell 

Public Affairs Specialist 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

United States Department of Agriculture 

301-851-4054 

abbey.powell@aphis.usda.gov  

 

mailto:abbey.powell@aphis.usda.gov

