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 Cooperative effort involving: 
◦ AmericanHort, HRI, and collaborators 

◦ National Plant Board (State Departments of 
Agriculture)  

◦ USDA-APHIS 

 Began in 2010 

 SANC pilot initiated 2014 



 Risk-Based Certification Program based on: 
◦ Hazard Analysis for plant pests 

◦ Critical Control Points identification 

◦ Risk Prevention and Mitigation through Best 
Management Practices 

 

 Alternative method to certify plant material  
◦ Moves away from reliance on annual and/or pre-

shipment inspections 

◦ Voluntary 

 



 Risk Assessment 
 Identifies hazards (risks), critical control points, 

and mitigation strategies (BMPs) 
 Development of SANC Manual 

 Formalizes and documents facility’s procedures  
 Pest Management Plan (BMPs and Scouting) 

 Approval of SANC Manual 
 Ensures facility’s plan meets SANC Standard 

 Implementation of components in SANC Manual 
 BMPs, Recordkeeping, training, etc. 

 Audits 
 Ensures facility’s plan is being implemented as 

described in its SANC Manual 
 



Identify Hazards and review Cultural 
Practices for BMP's that apply to your 
entire operation-Use BMP Matrix to 

guide the process 

Identify Specific Crop Needs-Use Additional 
Controls for certain crops and shipping 

locations 

Identify Cultural Practices or Chemical 
Controls that meet Specific Crop 

Requirements 

Add Specific BMP's / 
Controls / Management / 

Measurements to meet 
Requirements 

 
Address any 
PPQ / State 

Requirement 



 BMPs to mitigate identified hazards (CCP 
Checklist): 
◦ Inputs (Plants) 

◦ Propagation Practices 

◦ Media & Containers 

◦ Site 

◦ Shipping 

◦ Water 

◦ Production Practices 

◦ Disposal 



 SANC Website:  sanc.nationalplantboard.org/   

 Click: Tools for Industry 

 Click: SANC CCP Checklist and BMP 
Companion Document 



 This is the actual agreement signed with the 
Certifying Authority and the basis for annual 
External Audit 

 Broadly worded document to prevent the 
need for constant revision 

 A record of revisions will be maintained 

 The Manual is the property of the Grower, but 
available to the Certifying Authority at any 
time. 
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 Management Structure 

 

 Current Level of Documentation 

 

 Seasonality of the Industry 
◦ Nursery is in control of timeline 

 

 Operational Complexities 



 Making them better growers, managers 

 

 Useful structure, especially with training, 
recordkeeping 

 

 Will facilitate info and knowledge transfer 
when management changes 

 

 Incentives…!? 



 Scalable 

◦ Works for small and large operations 

 (Relative) Ease of Implementation 

 Consistent across states 

 Accepted by states 

 International trade? 



http://sanc.nationalplantboard.org/  


