
The Urban Forest Initiative:

Growing urban forestry 
awareness, outreach, 
and education



The Urban Forest Initiative (UFI)

Step One: Identifying partners
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Step Two: Increase public awareness
Creating a presence on the web and in social media
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Step Two: Increase public awareness

Tree Talk – providing seasonally relevant expert advice
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Step Two: Increase public awareness
Bringing in experts, creating community conversations

• Free public lectures
• Meetings with UK classes and student groups



Mulch Madness

• UK student-led 
volunteers

• Hundreds of trees 
mulched on UK 
campus

Invasives removal
events
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Step Three: Active engagement
Create opportunities for hands’ on interactions with trees



• Targeting kids-college

• Engaging in trees from 
multiple perspectives

• What is your favorite tree?

• Why?

• What ecosystem benefits 
does your tree provide?
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Adopt-a-Tree





…reminds me of my favorite book, 
‘The Lorax’ by Dr. Seuss

…my tree always offers me a welcome 
distraction from the day's activities

…is important to me because I grew up in its 
shade



Identify speciesMeasure DBH

National Tree Benefits Calculator

stormwater
interception

carbon
sequestration

energy
conservation

air pollution
removal



Ecosystem Benefits



• Adopted trees 
posted on 
Facebook

• Stand alone 
activity 
incorporates

– tree 
identification

– math 

– science 

– writing 

• “Adopt” packets 
downloadable



The Urban Forest Initiative (UFI)

Step Three: Active engagement
Tree-centric workshops - Collaborative projects 
with various entities



Step Three: Active engagement

Tree Stories

• Visual histories promote engagement

• Using trees and landscapes to demonstrate

– cultural significance
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Step Three: Active 
engagement

Tree Stories

• Visual histories

• Using trees and landscapes to 
highlight

– Foresight in planning
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(UK Special Collections 1966)UK’s Kirwan-Blanding dorms, 1966
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UK’s Kirwan-Blanding dorms, 2015



Assessment

• Web site usage strong

• General public (hundreds) 
attending seminar series

• Student engagement (hundreds) 

• One full time employee

• Interns

• Expanding to surrounding 
communities
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• UFI activities in 
surrounding 
communities
– Identifying partners

– Increase public awareness

– Active engagement
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Millersburg

Wilmore



• UFI activities in 
surrounding 
communities
– Barriers to success are unique 

to each

– Success in unexpected places

– Visions for the future

• Health

• The Arts
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Millersburg

Wilmore



Benefits of our urban forests

Decrease 
energy usage

Improve 
human health 
& happiness

Remove air 
pollutants

Intercept 
stormwater

Thanks to 
CAFE, TFISE, 
KDF, Sustainability, 
USFS FHC, UK PPD, LFUCG


