The Urban Forest Initiative:

Growing urban forestry
awareness, outreach,
and education
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Step One: ldentifying partners
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Step Two: Increase public awareness
Creating a presence on the web and in social media

C,“ [ https://ukntrees.ca.uky.edu

[ University of Kentuc UK UK Entomology | Ho

Home Adopt-a-Tree Tree Talk

Adopt-a-Tree

Join a community of treekeepers,
become a tree advocate!

E National and Local \

Interactive Map

Urban Forest Initiative

Mission

UK"Trees is a multi-faceted project to raise awareness of the ecological, social, and economic benefits
provided by the urban tree canopy on University of Kentucky campus and the greater Lexington area. This
project stems from the Urban Forest Initiative, a collaborative group of UK academic and Lexington
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Tree Talk

Trees: What is Your Tree Worth? (part 2)
April 4, 2016

Economic Botany & Cultural History:
Northern red oak

March 4, 2016

Trees: What is Your Tree Worth?

March 4, 2016

Invasive Species: Good News on the EAB
Front!

February 29, 2016

Plant Health: Dogwood Powdery Mildew
February 289, 2016




Step Two: Increase public awareness

Tree Talk — providing seasonally relevant expert advice

Home Adopt-a-Tree Tree Talk Tree Stories Events Interactive Map

Home » Tree Talk » Plant Health: Anthracnose

Plant Health: Anthracnose

Economic Botany & Cultural By Ellen Crocker

History: Northern red oak

After a long hard winter, the Bluegrasg
our urban forests have woken up fro
creeping in. Have you noticed spot
shrubs?

Economic Botany & Cultural
History: Sweetgum

Featured Native Plant: Carolina
Alispice

Featured Native Plant: Trumpet
Honeysuckle

Featured Native Plant: Yellowwood

Fungi: There's a Fungus Among
Us

Insects: A good spring for aphids

Insects: Arthropod gall makers -
cell pirates

Invasive Species: Good News on
the EAB Front!

Home

Tree Talk

Adopt-a-Tree

Economic Botany & Cultural
History: Northern red oak

Economic Botany & Cultural
History: Sweetgum

Featured Native Plant: Carolina
Allspice

Featured Native Plant: Trumpet
Honeysuckle

Featured Native Plant: Yellowwood

Fungi: There's a Fungus Among
Us

Insects: A good spring for aphids

Insects: Arthropod gall makers -
cell pirates

Invasive Species: Good News on
the EAB Front!

Tree Stories
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Home » Tree Talk » Insects: A good spring for aphids

Insects: A good spring for aphids

By Lee Townsend

Aphids are among the first insects to appear on trees in the spring. They thrive under cool, rainy, condit
our weather pattern to date has favored them.

Aphids occur in colonies on tender growth: flower buds, expanding leaves, and/or growing stems. T
soft-bodied insects use their thin, piercing sucking mouthparts to feed on plant sap. Salivary secretions
them pre-digest plant sap. Effects differ. The saliva may cause infested leaves to turn yellow, wilt, bec
distorted, stunted, or develop growths called galls. This varies depending upon the tree, aphid species
their numbers.

Rich plant sap is filtered in the
aphids’ digestive tract to remove
nutrients. However, aphids cannot
efficiently process the large volumes
that they ingest so they excrete water
still containing nutrients. This sugary
waste liquid (honeydew) forms sticky
residues where it lands. The deposits
support the growth of fuzzy, dark,




Step Two: Increase public awareness

Bringing in experts, creating community conversations
1.

Dr. Doug Tallamy Presents a Free Public Lect

“Creating Living Landscag

To Your Good Heal
Trees & Nature for Wel
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R v 41 i i, e Wednesday, [ T R i Dr. David J. Nowak, USDA Forest Service

Lexington, KY 40507 P Project Leader, Urban forest structure, functions, and values
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7:00-8:00pm - Rehearsal Room
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Reception: @ 2. ¢/ Location

6:00PM - 6:45PM i Fayette County Extension Office /;

+  Displays, light refreshments, 1140 Red Mile Place, Lexington, KY 40504
and conversation \
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* Free public lectures
* Meetings with UK classes and student groups



Step Three: Active engagement
Create opportunities for hands’ on interactions with trees

Mulch Madness

e UK student-led
volunteers

* Hundreds of trees e
mulched on UK

campus

Invasives removal
events



Adopt-a-Tree

* Targeting kids-college

Engaging in trees from
multiple perspectives

What is your favorite tree?
Why?

What ecosystem benefits
does your tree provide?

Adopt-a-tree =8

Lexington, KY

For info visit > https://ukntree
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Why is this your favorite tree?

...reminds me of my favorite book,
‘The Lorax’ by Dr. Seuss

...my tree always offers me a welcome
distraction from the day's activities

...iIs important to me because | grew up in its
shade



What ecosystem benefits does it
provide?
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Ecosystem Benefits

D University of Kentuc UK UK Entomology | Ho a Google Maps

! National and Local

National Tree Benefit Calculator

{ Overal Benefits Storm Water Property Value

[ Stormwater Property Value
@ Electricty O Natural Gas
B Air Quality B co2

§95.58

Breakdown of your tree's benefits
Click on one of the tabs above for more detail

- Beta

Energy Air Quality co2 About the Model

This 45 inch Pin oak provides overall
benefits of: $177 every year.

While some functional benefits of trees are well
documented, others are difficult to quantify (e.g.,
human social and communal health). Trees' specific
geography, climate, and interactions with humans and
infrastructure is highly variable and makes precise
calculations that much more difficult. Given these
complexities, the results presented here should be
considered initial approximations—a general accounting
of the benefits produced by urban street-side plantings.

Benefits of trees do not account for the costs associated
with trees' long-term care and maintenance.

If this tree is cared for and grows to 50

inches, it will provide $177 in annual benefits.

Calculate another tree

Pin oak
Quercus palustris




Adopted trees
posted on
Facebook

Stand alone

activity

incorporates

— tree
identification

— math

— science

— writing

“Adopt” packets
downloadable

Adopt-a-Tree Lexington

So many trees...which will you choose?

Adopt-a-Tree Lexington M N | o TOTY
Communty

Timeline About Photos Likes More
Community Status |ZJ| Photo / Video &%~
Q. Search for posts on this Page E i@ Write something on this Page

esieiday dal o.uual

ﬁ 355 people like this
Mary Arthur and 2 other friends ﬁ Adopt-a-Tree Lexington

Invite friends to like this Page
Nzeba, Claire, Ethan, Keke. Cameron, and Isabelle from STEAM

Academy adopted this Red oak in front of William T. Young Library
ABOUT > because it symbolizes their friendship!

Adopting a tree is a neat way to acknowledge a
tree has somehow enhanced your quality of life.
Join the community of tree-keepers around the
Bluegrass!

http://ukntrees.ca.uky.edu/
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Step Three: Active engagement
Tree-centric workshops - Collaborative projects

with various entities

How healthy are your

neighhorhood trees?

Volunteer to learn more about keeping your trees healthy!

Hant fo leom more?
Emall Graca Coy at
arace.coy@uky.edu /11|

ORY Comments ar questions

UK’s Urban Forest Initiative is seeking volunteers inferested
in getting their neighborhoods involved in a brief (2 hours or
less) hands-on training and survey session on tree health
and care. In each session, participants will:

Learn about urban tree benefits

Learn to spot signs of unhealthy trees

Assess the health of neighborhood frees

Learn to support tree health

Complete a survey evaluation of the program

Schedule a day for the month of June
— we will come to you but dates are
going fast! Each day has options for

morning, afternoon, or evening.
All trainings are FREE. Participants will walk away with o « Thursday, June 2+
“goody bag” full of tree-related items and educational ma- « Tuesday, June 7%
terials as well as access to an interactive map of your neigh- Thursday, June 9%
borhoods street frees. Tuesday, June 14%
Thursday, June 16%
Tvesday, June 21¢
Thursday, June 237
« Tuesday, June 28%
Thursday, June 30%

Urban Tree Workshop:

Tree Identification 101

Sept 14, 6-7pm
UK’s E. S. Good Barn
1451 University Dr.

RSVP to Ellen Crocker at
e.crocker@uky.edu

Register by Sept 12 and be registered
to with a free tree ID book

What is that tree?

Find out at UK’s Urban Forest Initiative first
urban tree-focused workshop of the fall:

Tree Identification 101

This session, lead by retired Extension
Forester Doug McLaren, will give you
the tools to identify trees in both
urban and rural settings based on
common characteristics like leaf
arrangement and shape.

Did you enjoy this summer’s UFI
tree health trainings?

This workshop is a great way to continue
\ your urban tree education and become a
better urban forest steward.

Brought to you by:

Castlewood Park Tree Festival
in partnership with the Night Market

Friday,uS;..eptember 2nd 5.8.PM

»> Healthy Trees: Mulchmg Service

Project -
> Lexington Art League S

exhibition “The Less You Say”

by J. Daniel Graham
» Rain garden design unveiling
» Local food vendors
» Live music

» Castlewood Park = Night -
Market = 5 min. walk

e

TOWN BRANCH
Seedleaf'




Step Three: Active engagement

Tree Stories

* Visual histories promote engagement

e Using trees and landscapes to demonstrate

— cultural significance
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Step Three: Active
engagement

Tree Stories

* Visual histories "

* Using trees and landscapes to
highlight

UK’s Kirwan-Blanding dorms, 1966 S
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Assessment

* Web site usage strong

* General public (hundreds) Stg;e;em mee Tk
attending seminar series i

e Student engagement (hundreds)
e One full time employee

* Interns

* Expanding to surrounding

communities .I.l‘l‘l-|.|
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UFI activities in
surrounding

communities
— ldentifying partners

— Increase public awareness
— Active engagement
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e UFI activities in
surrounding
communities

— Barriers to success are unique
to each

— Success in unexpected places

— Visions for the future
* Health
e The Arts
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Benefits of our urban forests

Intercept Decrease
stormwater energy usage

Improve
human health
& happiness

Remove air
pollutants

CAFE, TFISE, 559
KDF; Sustainability, P
USFS FHC; UK PPD; LFUCG




