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Presentation Objectives    

1.  Transition Highlights 

2.  Re-Imagining Urban Forestry in a 
Changing Conservancy 

3.  Future of Tree Health Monitoring and 
Early Pest Detection 





“New Home” for Urban Forestry 

• Urban forestry previously in Forest Health Protection Program, 
now North America Cities 



CITIES NETWORK: A NEW APPROACH  
Cities Network Conservationists 
Rachel Holmes 
Urban Forestry 
Nathan Wooiwode & Kirsten Evans 
Urban Water 



“New Home” for Urban Forestry 
• Urban forestry previously in Forest Health Protection Program, 
now North America Cities 

• Previously an independent unit, now integrated consultancy 

• Narrow focus on tree health monitoring/ early pest detection  

•  Workforce Development 

•  Citizen Science 

•  Tool/ Resource Development 







Shared Conservation Agenda Basics 

• Designed to achieve maximum impact on greatest 
conservation challenges 

• Developed over past three years – through Conservation 
By Design 2.0 Methodology 

• Outcomes are currently being developed (January 2018) 



WORKING  
WITH NATURE 
in Cities 

By supporting urban conservation 
and strengthening the 
connection between people 
and the natural world, we can 
fundamentally change the 
relationship between cities and 
nature so that both can thrive. 



“Building Healthy Cities” Pillars 

• Air/ Heat 

• Urban Water 

• Equitable Greening  



“Equitable Greening” 



Tree Health Monitoring/ Early Pest Detection 



Available FREE on Android and iPhone
NEW Version for Spring 2018 Field Season

Tree Stewardship & Health Monitoring Citizen Science Program



Three Purposes for Smart Phone App:
Education Information 

Tree Stewardship & Health Monitoring Citizen Science Program

Motivation 



Where We’re Working:

Tree Stewardship & Health Monitoring Citizen Science Program

Year 	
  	
  Ci(es 
2014 New	
  York	
  City 
2015 New	
  York	
  City;	
  Philadelphia 

2016 New	
  York	
  City;	
  Washington,	
  DC;	
  Chicago;	
  
Oconomowoc,	
  WI;	
  Birmingham 

2017 New	
  York	
  City;	
  Washington,	
  DC;	
  Chicago;	
  
Wilmington;	
  Dallas;	
  Denver;	
  Atlanta;	
  Boston 

2018 
New	
  York	
  City;	
  Washington,	
  DC;	
  Chicago;	
  
Wilmington;	
  Dallas;	
  Denver;	
  Atlanta;	
  Boston;	
  
TBD;	
  Volunteers	
  At-­‐Large 



USFS Partnership: Cost Share Agreements 
1.  Greening and Human Health 

a.  Building on National Academy of Sciences, Med, Engineering 

b.  Establishing Practical Metrics for Evaluating Nature’s Impact on Health 

c.  In collaboration with Dr. Kathleen Wolf 

2.  Tree Health Monitoring/ Early Pest Detection 

a.  Building on previously-funded work 

b.  Shift in focus to include Workforce Development 



December	
  2019	
  

Tree	
  Health	
  
Monitoring:	
  
•  RA	
  Hired	
  
•  First	
  DraM	
  

Outreach	
  
Materials	
  
Completed	
  

•  Updated	
  
Methodology	
  
Completed	
  

June	
  2019	
  June	
  2018	
  

Timeline of Project Deliverables: US Forest 
Service 

18	
  

Nature	
  &	
  Human	
  
Health	
  	
  
•  Workshop	
  held	
  

(built	
  upon	
  NASEM	
  
work)	
  	
  
To	
  Be	
  Confirmed	
  

December	
  2018	
  

Tree	
  Health	
  
Monitoring:	
  
•  Materials	
  and	
  

Methodology	
  piloted	
  
in	
  X	
  US	
  CiWes	
  
(including	
  Chicago)	
  

June	
  2020	
   December	
  2020	
  

Tree	
  Health	
  
Monitoring:	
  
•  Materials	
  and	
  

Methodology	
  
expanded	
  on	
  
geographically/	
  in	
  
number	
  (including	
  
Chicago)	
  

Tree	
  Health	
  
Monitoring:	
  
GRANT	
  CLOSED	
  

…March	
  2022	
  

Nature	
  &	
  Human	
  
Health:	
  
GRANT	
  CLOSED	
  



Imani Village – Green Health Advocates Program 
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Trinity  
United Church of Christ 

Loving God, Living Green, Liberating All 



IGHA Program/ Initiative Overview 

2. HEALTHY 
ACTIVITY: 

Exercise/ Outdoor 
Recreation 

1. HEALTHY 
ENVIRONMENTS: 

Green Infrastructure/ 
Stewardship 

3. HEALTHY EATING: 
Access to healthy food/ 

nutrition education 

4. HEALTHY 
SPIRIT: 

Holistic Well-being 





QUESTIONS 

Rachel Holmes 
North America Cities Urban 
Forestry 
rholmes@tnc.org 

nature.org/cities 
Healthytreeshealthycities.org 


