
ADVANCING ACTION ON PRIORITY 
PESTS IN ONTARIO

Through Partnerships and Community Science

Mackenzie DiGasparro
Invasive Species Centre





Canadian Food Inspection Agency

Natura l Resources  Canada

Goal: increase early detection of HWA outside if known 
distribution & to compliment current surveillance
Offers a unique opportunity for community members to become 
actively involved in monitoring and stewardship in their woodlots

est. Fall 2022 



Traps deployed

Suspect samples  via  
visua l inspection

pos itive  de tection 
confirmed by CFIA labs

Year 2...:
Launched 50 additional traps in Ontario (100 total)
Expanding to PEI, Nova Scotia, and Quebec

Next Steps:
Launch more traps in new locations in following years
Continue to fill gaps and offer new tools for land 
managers to improve monitoring

Year 1 resulted in…



New fact sheet, available in digital and print formats

Held firs t workshop in Augus t 2024 tra ining 34 community 
members , municipa l, and conserva tion employees  on beech lea f 
disease
Lunch and Learn & Contest Launch

Laminated Field ID Cards



Next Steps:

Complete development of sampling 
protocol for community members to 
submit samples to Dr. Reed and her 
team for analysis.

Educational signage for organizations 
with BLD on their lands that want to 
provide public information








City of Toronto Forestry Staff Trained20

40 Other Ontario Arboris ts



A snapshot of other ongoing work...

Fores t Indus try Engagement
Ontario Invasive Species Best Practices 
for Forest Operators (Draft in Progress)

EAB Mitigation & Black Ash Preservation
Community Action Project

Ministry of Environment, Conservation, and Parks

Black ash identification, seed and branch 
sampling training workshops

Fact sheets: Threat of EAB to Black Ash, 
Seed Collection: How To

Black Ash Mapping
Invasive Species Training

Invasive Forest Pests
Asian Longhorned Beetle

Spotted Lanternfly
Oak Wilt

More coming soon…

Spotted Lanternfly Info Session

October 3, 2024Pelham, ON
With support from the Ontario Greenbelt Foundation

Relationship building with 3rd Party 
Certifiers, provincial forest managers, 
and management foresters.



Partnerships
Canadian Food Inspection AgencyNatural Resources Canada



THANK YOU!

Contact Me!
Mackenzie DiGasparro

mdigasparro@invasivespeciescentre.ca
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